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FEMALE EXCISION IN THE REGION OF TAMBACOUNDA
Girls and young women from the Foyer de Jeunes Filles learned about the harmful consequences of
female genital cutting (FGC) at AFLK’s introduction to journalism workshop held from April 26-29. The 20
or so participants learned about the health consequences of female excision from presentations by a
former cutter; a deputy mayor-adjoint of Tambacounda who is also a former member of Parliament;
and a representative from the Ministry of Women, Family, Gender and Child Protection. Participants
used the information to produce a newspaper and a 10-minute radio program.

Official handing over of the keys at the community radio, Tabadian
FM, at Gouloumbou (p. 10)

AFLK's 2nd Introduction to Journalism Workshop
These workshops aim to give a voice and leadership skills to residents of the Tambacounda foyer. This
year’s workshop was launched on April 26 by Ms. Maïmouna Ka Sow, director of the foyer, and Mr.
Adama Ndao, president of the Parents’ Association at the foyer.

A radio program and newspaper, Foyer Info,
contribute to raising awareness of FGC

Mbagnick Diouf, director of programs at the community radio, OxyJeunes in Dakar, El Bachir Sow,former
editor-in-chief of the national daily paper Le Soleil, and Victoria Ebin of AFLK taught journalistic skills and
the role of the media in the development of the community and country. The presentations on FGC
were followed by exercises and interviews on the street on FGC.

Interview with Mme. Ba Oumou Diallo, former parliamentarian, 2nd
deputy mayor of Tambacounda, president of the Federation of
Associations of Senegalese Women (FAFS)
A fervent advocate for women's causes and a political leader, Mme. Ba Oumou Diallo told participants
about efforts by the government and civil society to stop FGC.

What are non-governmental organizations (NGOs) doing to reduce the practice of female
circumcision?
“NGOs like mine are raising people’s awareness; they strengthen women's capacities so that they can
increase awareness of this plague that contributes to maternal mortality.”
How to end this plague?
“To stop excision, we must continue to raise awareness and change behaviors and mentalities. We need
to talk to the communities to show that excision is not a good practice.”
Do you ever go to villages to raise awareness?
“We visit villages where FGC is still practiced because of tradition and religion. We remind people that
FGC is prohibited and that a law has existed since 1999.”
You were a Member of Parliament when the law was passed by the National Assembly. Marabouts
had opposed its adoption. What was your reaction?
“No, it was not marabouts, but rather a religious family which had sent a fatwa to the deputies of the
National Assembly asking them not to vote for the law. Nevertheless, the law was passed. It is the law
99-05 of January 29, 1999.
The law exists but the practice of excision has not stopped.
This is because some ethnic groups--Bambara, Soninké, Diakhanke, Bassari-- continue to cut their
daughters. Many men and women of these ethnic groups still think that the girl must be excised to be
"pure." Over the years, training and awareness will help change behaviors and mentalities.
By Kadiatou Diallo, Rosalie Bidiare, Joséphine Ndione

Mme. Ba Oumou Diallo talks to us about her
commitment to stop excision in Senegal and the region

On January 29, 1999, Senegal's National Assembly passed Law 99-05, which punishes any person of the
medical or paramedical profession involved in the practice of excision. The penalty is six months to five
years. Madame Diallo acknowledged, however, that the law has failed to stop excision in the region.
Neighboring countries--Mali, Guinea, Gambia and Mauritania-- have not passed a law so mothers bring
their daughters to these countries to have them cut. Even in Senegal, infants are cut and no one knows
about it. In an attempt to halt the practice, mothers receive the birth certificate for their infants 40 days
after the birth so health personnel can check if the baby has been cut.
Mme. Diallo told us about her difficult early life. She studied by candle light and had to drop out of
school and later attended training schools. But she became a young Member of Parliament at the time
of the vote on female genital cutting and voted for the law, despite fierce opposition from Muslim
religious leaders. The imam from her town told her that she did not honor her community, the
Halpulaar. Not all Muslim religious leaders, however, are in favor of excision, Madame Diallo said, and
talked about an imam in Mali who said publicly that the Koran does not recommend female excision.
It is harmful to health and can lead to death, obstetric fistula, and lack of pleasure, urinary tract
infections and infertility. Knowing this, Mme. Diallo asks everyone to help in the fight against FGC. She
said she fought against her sister’s decision to cut her children and succeeded; she gave her advice and
did not exclude calling the police. She reminded us that any citizen can appeal to the police, the
departmental committee of child protection, civil society organizations like Tostan, La Lumière, Enda,
World Vision, and Youth Action.
By Goundo Sylla and Ndèye Emilienne Faye

Mme Gansiri Diarra, Ministry of Women, Family, Gender
and Child Protection

“An Intolerable attack on girls’ health”

In this interview, Mme. Gansiri Diarra discusses steps taken by the government to stop excision and
provide accurate information to preserve women and girls’ health.
Speaking about excision in the Tamba region, Ms. Diarra said, "We have a situation that is a little above
the national average of 24 percent. In our region, 44 percent of the 15-49 age group report being
circumcised. The state, she said, has set up departmental committees for the protection of children
(CDPE) led by the prefects who have networks in neighborhoods, districts and villages to fight against
excision, which is a form of violence against children. These committees provide training and sensitize
the population.
"The CDPE is called in when there is a serious violation. We also intervene in schools if we are alerted.”
She noted that Law 99-05 of 29 January 1999 prohibits excision and said, "FGM is an intolerable attack
on the health of women and girls and it no longer has a place in Senegal."
In response to a question from a participant who said that excision is still practiced in health facilities,
Ms. Diarra said she did not believe it and that there are severe penalties for medical personnel who do
not obey the law. "The law is very tough on those individuals," she said.
She acknowledged, however, that the practice still exists in the region because of peoples' beliefs and
religion. Some parents, she said, do not hesitate to send their children to neighboring countries, which
have not adopted a law against FGC, like Mali, Gambia, Guinea and Mauritania to have them cut.
Interviewed by Caroline Hélène Thiaw, Amy Ndong, Véronique Agnes Tine, Ndèye Emilienne Faye

Mme. Astou Sow Cissokho, former cutter
and neighborhood “godmother”
"Why I stopped cutting girls”
When she learned about the harmful health consequences of excision, Ms. Astou Sow Cissokho, a
former cutter, said she turned her back on an occupation inherited from her parents. Now a
neighborhood "godmother," she campaigns for stopping excision.

The former cutter, Mme. Cissokho
"I’m a former cutter and also worked as a processor of fruits, vegetables and cereals with an
organization to promote women. Today, I am a Bajenou Gox (a neighborhood "godmother") at the
Gouye health post," said Astou Sow Cissokho.
Parents cut their children, she said, to avoid unwanted pregnancies and valorize virginity. This practice,
however, has dramatic consequences, such as obstetric fistula. During delivery, the woman who has
been cut can also lose her life and sometimes her child's.
Mme. Cissokho practiced her profession that she inherited from her parents for many years. Before
joining the women's organization, she did not know about the consequences of excision on health.
Because it was a customary practice, she thought she was obliged to do it and that it was her duty to
purify the girls of her community. Training and capacity-building sessions at the women's organization
gave her more information of its dangers and she eventually stopped the practice.
Returning to her life as a cutter, Mme. Cissokho revealed that previously a cutter made only small
ablations, but, over time, they began to remove increasingly large areas to the point that they put their
girls' lives in danger. According to her, this evolution is due to the greed of some cutters. A cutter could
earn 1000 CFA francs and soap for cutting a girl.
One day, she said, she saw a girl who had been cut was losing large amounts of blood. It was a
hemorrhage. A marabout was called to her bedside but when his treatments failed, the marabout
accused the grandmother of being a witch who wanted to take the soul of the little girl. No one wanted
to bring the girl to a health facility because they knew excision was illegal. The girl eventually died.
“The only medicines our parents used were goat dung macerated in water. The girl who had been cut
would sit in a container filled with this liquid. Medicinal plants were also used,” she said.
Today, as a neighborhood "godmother," the former cutter has turned the page. Her daughters, she said,
were circumcised but she insisted that her grandchildren have not suffered the same fate.

Mme. Cissokho now organizes meetings during which she explains, untiringly, the harmful consequences
of FGC. At 63, she became an Amazon in the fight against excision.
By Khady Camara and Diarry Guèye

Mme. Rougby Souaré, Director of Tabadian FM
"It will be a pleasure to have girls from the foyer in my newsroom”
Mme. Rougby Souaré, the director of Tabadian FM community radio in the village of Gouloumbou, is a
former resident of the foyer. She studied in Tamba and, after obtaining her baccalaureate, she
completed two-year rural development training at the Higher Institute of Applied Technological Studies
(ISETA) in Tamba. Ms. Souaré participated in the journalism workshop and is looking forward to
integrating girls from the foyer into Tabadian FM.
What are your impressions of the training organized for students at the foyer?
“It went very well. I learned about being a radio journalist, how to conduct an interview and, above all,
how to do an interview in the street.”
What did you learn about excision?
“The presentations on FGC taught me about its consequences on the health of girls and women-obstetric fistula, infertility, death.” (cont.)

Director of Tabadian FM (left) responding to questions from Foyer Info's reporter
Will it affect what you do in the future?
“Yes. Now, I know a mother should not have her daughter cut because it endangers her health and I
understand now why it takes a long time for some girls and young women to give birth after they are
married. “
What was your parents’ reaction when you were chosen to be in charge of Tabadian FM?
“They were very happy. It was my father who encouraged me to apply for the position of radio director.
At first, I was reluctant but my father insisted and told my husband. I finally gave in.”
Why were you reluctant?
“You send job applications everywhere and have no success. I was discouraged.”
Do you expect to recruit a girl from the foyer as a journalist or correspondent for your radio?
“I would be delighted to have a girl from the foyer on the staff of Tabadian FM. Girls from the foyer are
courageous and they work hard. They did the training with me and I know what they are capable of.”
By Goundo Traoré and Coumba Sow

Gouloumbou
Handing over the keys to the new community radio
The district of Missirah inaugurated its new community radio on Monday, April 30, 2019. During the
ceremony in Gouloumbou, Mr. Adama Ndao, president of the Association of Communities for the
Development of Missirah (ACDAM), received the keys to the radio premises from Ms. Allegra Itsoga, the
director of AFLK, which funded the preliminary study, facility, and all the equipment. According to the
speakers at the ceremony, the radio will contribute to the development of Missirah.
Ms. Itsoga was accompanied by a delegation from the United States. The key ceremony took place in the
presence of many residents, the imam, and the administrative and political authorities, including Mr.
Seyni Sylla, the mayor of Gouloumbou.

.
M. Adama Ndao (second on the left) thanked Mme. Allegra Itsoga
(fourth from right) for the keys to the new radio

Mr. Adama Ndao, president of the foyer’s Parent-Teachers Association
« Our hope is that the girls from the foyer become correspondents for Tabadian FM »
M. Adama Ndao, president of the association for the development of Missirah and head of the
parent-teachers association for the foyer, said that Tabadian FM at Gouloumbou would soon
broadcast its first program. He hopes that the girls from the foyer who took part in the training
will become correspondents to the radio from their villages.

Interview with the mayor of Missirah at the opening of the community radio

Open mic for the people of Tambacounda
Our reporters roamed the streets of Tamba and interviewed women, young people, men, and the
elderly about excision.
Khadim Mbengue, a young man who sells clothes at the Tamba market:
"I do not agree with this practice because it is not good to excise girls. FGC causes a lot of suffering. It is
the parents who impose it on them. Girls who have been cut have difficult childbirths. Some lose their
lives.
Young street vendor:
"It's not a good practice. It can cause infections, hemorrhages and even death. FGM can make a woman
sterile and cause a terrible disease that makes the woman unable to retain her urine and stool.
A shoe salesman, 35:
"It's not good to excise girls. The law prohibits such a practice and the state must continue to sensitize
the population to stop this. It causes excruciating pain to girls.

Aspiring journalists looking for information
on the streets of Tambacounda

Salimata, in her thirties:
"I underwent excision, but my daughters did not because the law forbids it. The state must punish the
cutters."
Mariam, vegetable seller:
"I've heard that FGC is not a good thing. It causes pain and problems during childbirth. I did not have my
girls cut because the law forbids it. If they had been cut, the blood would stay down there and block the
orifice and we would have to call a cutter so the girl could consummate her marriage. "
Fatou, 35:
"FGM should not exist in society. A girl who has been circumcised will have many difficulties after
marriage, especially during sex and childbirth.
Pape S. married to a woman who has been cut:
"I do not agree at all with this practice. My wife underwent excision and has not had children, though
we have been married for 11 years. It pains me. If I knew the person who did this, I would punish her. "
Interviews by Diarry Guèye, Ndèye Bineta Djiba and Goundo Sylla
Young unmarried market woman:
"Excision is not good because during childbirth a woman can have problems. But things are much better
since the law exists.

Old woman met in town:
"Before, it was a good thing, but now with the new practice, there are problems, which is why we no
longer do it."
A mother:
"Excision is not beautiful, but it is the grandmothers who adhere to it, so the girls have no choice but to
obey."
Woman in front of her door on the road:
"Excision is a good thing because it is the tradition, even if it is no longer practiced in Tamba. Once the
girls arrive in Casamance, they will have to undergo it."
Young married man:
"According to men, excision is not a good thing because it forces women to distrust their husbands, but
that's the tradition. Nothing can be done ".
Interviews by Henriette Tine

Alert
Where to go? Who to contact? See below for a list of organizations and political leaders to
contact if you hear of plans to carry out FGC.
CDEPE (Comité départemental pour la protection de l’enfant) – Mme Gansiri Diarra.
Comité de lutte contre les violences faites aux femmes et aux filles
Le préfet du département
Leaders comme les députés et les conseillers municipaux et la police
Fédération des Associations Féminines du Sénégal (FAFS)
FAWE
SCOFI
ONG Lumière
World Vision
Enda Jeunesse Action, Enda Graf Sahel
Tostan
AEMO (Action éducative en milieu ouvert- Ministère de la Justice)
SOS Village
NEMA
La Maison de la justice
Tribunal pour enfants
List by Kadiatou Diallo et Diamilatou Ndao

A Visit to Radio Alkuma in Tamba

Participants visited Alkuma community radio in Tamba, on April 26. The director of the Alkuma press
group, Mr. Maké Dangnokho, created it in 2011, and now publishes a newspaper, a website and
launched the radio in 2016.
Mr. Dangnokho welcomed his guests and then explained how the Alkuma group is organized, the
processing of information, the techniques used for broadcasting, etc. According to the director, the
Alkuma press group aims to give a good image of the Tamba region.
To girls who are interested in journalism, he said that it is a demanding job that requires skill, talent,
commitment, and a sense of responsibility when it comes to informing the public. Mr. Dangnokho asked
the girls from the foyer to be strong, to believe in themselves, and, above all, to do well in school.
A family photo in front of the radio transmitter on the roof was the conclusion of the visit. "It was a
good time that we will always remember," said one young woman with a big smile.
By Khady Camara and Rosalie Bidiare

Participants’ Impressions of the Workshop
Caroline Thiaw: "We learned a lot about journalism and also about excision, including its consequences
on the health of girls and mothers. It can harm girls’ health, and when she is married, she can have
problems during childbirth or may not have children.”
Bernadette Faye: "I was impressed by the theme of excision. I did not know anything about this practice.
With the help of the people who talked about it, we had a lot of information.”

Gara Sylla: "I know people who practice excision. They need to be informed and participate in trainings
and attend conferences."
Ndèye Binta Djiba: "We must apply the law passed on January 29, 1999 by the National Assembly.
However, that is not enough. You have to go to the villages to talk to the people who still practice
excision. It is also necessary to approach grandmothers and tell them about the harmful health
consequences of excision. I now know about these consequences, including infections, hemorrhage,
infertility. That's why I'll talk about it now in my life."
Interviews by Bernadette Faye, Fatoumata Diouara, Caroline Helene Thiaw, Joséphine M. Ndione.

Maïmouna Ka Sow, foyer director,
“Stop excision by educating girls”

Mme. Maïmouna Ka Sow (left) listening to presentations by her guests,
Mme. Cissokho and Mme. Diarra
Speaking to Foyer Info reporters, Ms. Maïmouna Ka Sow, director of the foyer said, "FGM is rooted in
our beliefs and traditions, but it should be banned because it is a threat to the physical and mental
health of girls and women. Education is a great tool that can help to gradually reverse this practice. An
educated girl who is fully aware of its dangers will certainly refuse to impose it on her children
tomorrow."
Mme. Sow told the girls at the foyer to study hard and to become women leaders. "If you want to
become a woman leader who is educated and respected, you have to study. This is what will make it
possible for you to make a living tomorrow and be independent.”
By Khady Camara and Amy Ndong

Leadership Training for 30 Girls at the Foyer
A workshop on leadership, personal development and public speaking was held from April 30 to May 1,
2019 for 30 foyer residents. It is part of the foyer’s program to promote education and keeping girls in
school, building their capacity to become future leaders in the region, the country and the sous-region.
During the training, a competition will be organized to name "Miss General Culture, 2019". Mr. Seydou
Touré was in charge of the workshop; he is a computer trainer, a coach for young entrepreneurs, and
president of "Dakar Acts for the Climate" (DakClim).
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